
What each speaker must do in Internet realtime format DEBATING:

	AFFIRMATIVE


	OPPOSITION

	CAPTAIN: (4 minutes)
· Introduce the motion, say what you understand it to mean.

· State what arguments your team will be using to support your case.

· Start your part of the argument, giving lots of examples, not personal opinions

· Facts and figures are important

· Last sentence should summarise what YOU have just said. (like in an essay).
· YOU have the chance to go first, so make the most of it!
	CAPTAIN: (4 minutes)
· You MUST start by REBUTTING (disagreeing with) the Affirmative. Point out WHAT they’ve said that is wrong/misleading etc and then say WHY they are wrong and WHY you are right.
· You can disagree with the affirmative’s definitions, say what YOUR TEAM  understands it to mean.

· State what arguments your team will be using to support your case.
· Start your part of the argument, giving lots of examples, not personal opinions

· Facts and figures are important

· Last sentence should summarise what YOU have just said. (like in an essay).

	1ST SPEAKER: (3 minutes)
· You MUST start by REBUTTING the Opposition.  This should last about 1 minute.

· Remind the audience in 1 sentence what your first speaker has already told us.

· Start your part of the argument, giving lots of examples, not personal opinions.

· Facts and figures are important.

· Last sentence should summarise what YOU have just said. (like in an essay).
	1ST SPEAKER: (3 minutes)
· You MUST start by REBUTTING the Affirmative (definitely attack what their 2nd speaker has said, first speaker too if you can).  This should last about 1 minute.

· Remind the audience in 1 sentence what your first speaker has already told us.

· Start your part of the argument, giving lots of examples, not personal opinions.

· Facts and figures are important.

· Last sentence should summarise what YOU have just said. (like in an essay).

	2ND  SPEAKER: (3 minutes)
· You MUST start by REBUTTING (disagreeing with) the Opposition.  This should last about 1 ½  minutes.

· You must tell the audience WHY the OPPOSITION is WRONG and the AFFIRMATIVE is RIGHT!

· Remind the audience in 1 sentence what your first speaker has already told us.

· Start your part of the argument.

· Last sentence should summarise EVERYTHING YOU HAVE SAID, finishing with the words from the motion. (like in an essay).
	2ND SPEAKER: (3 minutes)
· You MUST start by REBUTTING (disagreeing with) the Affirmative.  This should last about 1 ½  minutes.

· You must tell the audience WHY the AFFIRMATIVE is WRONG and the OPPOSITION is RIGHT!

· Last sentence should summarise EVERYTHING YOU HAVE SAID, finishing by using the words from the motion in the NEGATIVE. (like in an essay).

	SUMMARY SPEAKER: (4 minutes)
· You MUST start by REBUTTING the Opposition.  This should last about 1 ½  minutes. Literally pick off their arguments one by one and destroy them.

· You must tell the audience why the OPPOSITION is WRONG and the AFFIRMATIVE is RIGHT!

· To do this you must make a summary of all the arguments your team has used, giving one strong example for each. Say why your arguments are RIGHT.

· You CANNOT use any new arguments to support your case.

· Last minute at least, should summarise EVERYTHING YOUR TEAM has said, finishing with the words from the motion. (like in an essay).
	SUMMARY SPEAKER: (4 minutes)
· You MUST start by REBUTTING the Affirmative.  This should last about 1 ½  minutes. Literally pick off their arguments one by one and destroy them.

· You must tell the audience why the AFFIRMATIVE is WRONG and the OPPOSITION is RIGHT!

· To do this you must make a summary of all the arguments your team has used, giving one strong example for each. Say why your arguments are RIGHT.

· You CANNOT use any new arguments to support your case.

· Last minute at least should summarise EVERYTHING YOUR TEAM has said, finishing by using the words from the motion in the NEGATIVE. (like in an essay).
· 

	N.B. THE SUMMARY SPEAKER OF THE OPPOSITION TEAM GOES FIRST AND THE SUMMARY SPEAKER OF THE AFFIRMATIVE TEAM FINISHES THE DEBATE.
OFFICIAL ALLOWED TIME (either THREE or FOUR MINUTES). There will be a four minutes break after the 2nd speaker of the Opposition for the last speakers to prepare their summaries.

       1 bell                   on the last 1 minute before time is up, 
       2 bells                 when time is up

and a continuous bell on 15seconds after the official allowed time 
REMEMBER:

· You must attack the argument, NOT the person who said it.  What did the opposition say that is wrong, not sensible?  That has no evidence to prove it?

· You must not be sarcastic.  Speak clearly and confidently, even if you aren’t confident – it is a performance!

· You can’t use anything but your voice, your face and gestures – NO PROPS!

· Don’t make up false evidence – go and find out the real facts!

· The Affirmative’s case stands (is right), unless the Opposition convinces the adjudicator that it is wrong.

· Use strong, convincing words.  Make us believe you.  Pretend you totally believe your own arguments, even if you don’t really! 

· Try to get your timing as close to 3 minutes as possible (2:50 is OK, but DON’T go over 3:15 minutes)

· YOU MUST DO SOME PLANNING AND RESEARCH, THEN WRITE OUT YOUR SPEECH ON CUE CARDS AND PRACTISE IT.  

· IF YOU THINK YOU CAN MAKE IT UP AS YOU GO, YOUR TEAM IS BOUND TO LOSE!  DON’T LET THEM DOWN.

· GET OTHERS IN YOUR CLASS TO COME UP WITH IDEAS TO HELP YOU AND ASK YOUR TEACHERS FOR HELP TOO.

HOW A DEBATE IS SCORED

	
(The Captain’s two scores are divided by two when determining the Best Speaker Award.)

Matter:  WHAT you say.  40 marks

· Are your arguments strong, or are they wishy-washy?

· Facts and figures

· Evidence

· Examples

· Are your examples and evidence credible?

· Is everything you say sensible?

· Should we believe your argument?

· If you go over 3 minutes and 15 seconds, or are more than about 20 seconds under 3 minutes, that means that your MATTER was not well-prepared and you will lose marks for this. You lose 5 marks for going over 3:15!
Manner: HOW you say it.   40 marks

· Can we hear you?

· Are you reading all your notes, or are you talking TO us?

· Good eye contact?

· Do you sound boring and dull, or is there some expression in your voice?

· Do you sound like you really believe what you are saying? (You have to be like a good salesman!)

· Do you say “um” or “like” or “you know” every second word (this is NOT good!)

· Do you wriggle and fidget or do you stand up straight and look us in the eye?

· Convince the adjudicator you are right!

Method:  TEAMWORK   20 marks

· Do all your examples support the same argument, or does it sound like three different unconnected speeches?

· Do you refer to each others’ examples and arguments?

· Do Speakers 1 and 2 actually talk about the things Captain says they will?

· Does the Captain include the arguments from the other 2 speakers in the summary?

· Does everyone approach the topic from the same angle/ideas. (Team line)

· Do you all sound like you prepared TOGETHER, or do you sound like you all went home and wrote three completely separate speeches?

· Do you have an “invisible thread” holding the whole team together?

SCORING ANALYSIS


	As a guideline, start at the following scores and gradually add or deduct:  
Matter:   30

Manner:  30

Method:  15          

Total:    75      per speaker.         300/400 per team

At this level, most debate scores should be within the range of 70 – 80 points.

How to analyse a team’s final score:

· 1 point difference: fabulous debate, but one team HAS to win. This is often decided on “gut feeling” if your scores actually come out as a draw, then you change one mark to reflect your verdict.

· 2-4 points difference:  very tight debate.

· 5-7 points difference: a sound victory.

· 8-10 points difference: a trouncing.

Remember, the adjudicator’s decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into!  




